
tertained the visitors. While 

weather was a factor Satur-

day evening and caused a 

great deal of excitement 

when torrential rains hit the 

camp, Sunday was beautiful 

and the events were well 

attended. The re-enactors 

enjoyed the event so much 

that plans are in the works 

for a return in 2015. 

Continuing to fulfill the 

mission of collecting, pre-

serving and sharing the rich 

history of Walworth 

County the Walworth 

County Historical Society 

(WCHS) hosted an en-

campment commemorating 

the anniversary of the Civil 

War and the Spanish 

American War of 1898. 

Participants included the 

Grand Army of the Repub-

lic, Post #8 Senior Re-

enactors from Wisconsin 

and members of the Sons of  

Spanish American War 

Veterans from Illinois. In 

addition, a women’s civil-

ian camp was set up by the 

Daughters of Union Veter-

ans of the Civil War, Cor-

delia Harvey Tent #21 of 

Manitowoc. Special events 

included a picnic dinner 

hosted by the Daughters of 

Union Veterans of the Civil 

War, Mary Chesebro Lee, 

Tent #23 of Delavan who 

also provided the campers 

with breakfast the follow-

ing morning, a flag raising 

ceremony, an old-fashioned 

camp worship service and 

an ice cream social hosted 

by the WCHS on Sunday. 

During the ice cream social, 

the “Outdated D’s”, a rov-

ing barbershop quartet en-

RE-ENACTING HISTORY AT ENCAMPMENT 

BOOK SALE FUNDRAISER CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

     WCHS relies heavily on 
income from our annual 
book sale held during the 
Walworth County Fair in 
the Park at the Fairgrounds 
during the entire run of the 
fair.  In order for the sale to 
work well, WCHS needs 
volunteers to help sell and 
restock books for the time 

slots of 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. daily on Walworth  
County Fair Days.  If you 
can help out during one or 
more of those time slots, 
please call Pat at 262-728-
1195 or Kay at 262-728-
5298.  If no answer, please 
leave a message. 
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Special Dates of  

Interest 

 

August 27-September 1 
WCHS Book Sale at 

Walworth County Fair 

October  11 Paranormal 
Investigation of Web-

ster House 

October 21 Annual Din-
ner Meeting and Volun-

teer Recognition 

October 25 Paranormal 
Investigation Results at 

Heritage Hall 



The newest exhibit 

at the museum is 

all about bridal 

gowns. Ten wed-

ding dresses are on 

view in the Annex 

and represent many 

different styles 

popular over the 

decades. The 

dresses were do-

nated by county 

families. Some of 

them are more than 

one hundred years 

old. 

Visitors have been 

surprised to learn 

that the early 

gowns were seldom 

white. Instead they 

were dark colored 

and made of sturdy 

material. Average 

brides planned to 

wear their bridal 

gown as a “best 

dress” afterwards. 

Successful dry 

cleaning had not yet been 
developed so dark fabric was 

a logical choice. 

Brown, black and 

burgundy were popu-

lar as a result. Trous-

seau items are in-

cluded in the exhibit. 

The cotton, long-

sleeved nightgowns 

seem to be especially 

interesting.  

The oldest dress be-

longed to Margaret 

Stewart Lauderdale. 

She married James 

Lauderdale in 1841. 

Lauderdale Lakes, 

north of Elkhorn was 

named for that fam-

ily. Stewart Drive, 

leading from High-

way 67 and going 

toward the lake, bears 

Margaret’s name. The 

bridal gowns can be 

viewed until the end 

of August. After that 

they will be packed 

away to make room 

for the school tours 

which begin in September, 

middle school children 

but contains interesting 

information for every-

one.  

It is titled: 

“ICE FOR SALE”. 

CAROL McLERNON, 

one of our members, has 

published a new book 

about the early industry 

of the ice cutting on the 

many lakes of Walworth 

County. Until the devel-

opment of electric re-

frigeration this was an 

important business in 

this area. It is a book for 

BRIDAL GOWNS ON DISPLAY 

‘”ICE FOR SALE” 
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Marlene Hodek, Webster House Volunteer Do-
cent, descibes one of the many beautiful wed-
ding gowns currently on display. 



Editor’s Note:  What 
follows  is the first part of the 
article by Marra Andreas.  
Look for Part II ln the fall 
edition of The Legacy. 

Perhaps you remember 
a Memorial Day or a 4th of July 
like this…A parade with local 
dignitaries, candy thrown from 
the floats, prizes and flyers 
passed out by those walking 
along the route.  Antique cars, 
dealership showpieces, and 
emergency vehicles with flashing 
lights and piercing sirens pass 
slowly on the streets.  The 
marching band filled with stu-
dents; their instruments gleam-
ing in the sunlight as they keep in 
time to the cadence of the drum 
corps.  The military color guard, 
proudly dressed in their uni-
forms as the flags they carry 
wave and then snap sharply in 
the breeze.  Were you filled 
with pride as you put your hand 
over your heart when the flags 
drew nearer?  Or as you saw the 
flatbed truck roll on, filled with 
veterans sitting on folding chairs, 
did you feel a sense of loss as you 
remembered the service men 
and women that have passed on? 

Back in 1776, as word 
spread of the decision by the 
colonies (as represented in the 
Continental Congress) to break 
away from the iron grasp of Brit-
ain and King George III, the 
celebrations began.  Mock funer-
als were held, symbolizing the 
death of Britain’s control over 
the American colonies.  Public 
readings of the Declaration con-
tinued throughout that summer 
as people celebrated the schism 
with parades, cannon fire, and 
the like.  The first annual 
“commemoration of independ-
ence” was held on July 4, 1777 
in Philadelphia, PA.  In 1781, 
before the end of the Revolu-
tionary War, the first state to 

make that date an official holiday 
was Massachusetts, the birth-
place of the Revolution.  90 
years later (1870), July 4th be-
came a federal holiday.    

According to Nancy 
Lehman’s research within her 
books, Revolutionary Soldiers 
Buried in the State of Wisconsin 
and Revolutionary Wives and 
Daughters Buried in the State of 
Wisconsin, there are five Revo-
lutionary War Veterans buried in 
Walworth County:  Salmon P. 
Child, David Janes, and Eli 
Pierce each originally of Massa-
chusetts; Israel Ferris of Con-
necticut; and Thomas Lyon of 
New York.  Two others lived 
and died in Walworth County, 
but were buried just beyond the 
county borders in Rock County, 
WI (Phillip Allen) and McHenry 
County, IL (Major Watson).  
Ten wives and daughters of 
Revolutionary War Veterans are 
buried in Walworth County as 
well.  As the westward expan-
sion of Americans continued, 
they brought with them their 
traditions of holidays such as the 
Fourth of July.  Perhaps their 
remembrances influenced other 
settlers in their early celebra-
tions?   

Records of Fourth of 
July celebrations in Walworth 
County date back to the early 
days of the area.  One old settler 
of the county, when asked if they 
celebrated “the fourth,” an-
swered, “ ‘There were only 
three of us in the town and one 
gun, but we fired the gun.’ ” In 
1837, the village of Troy held 
one of the first formal obser-
vances of the holiday in this 
county.  There was a banquet, 
and toasts were made.  As the 
day drew to a close, a dance was 
held at Othni Beardsley’s.  In the 
open upper floor of the house, 
Horatio J. Murray and his 

brother provided the music for 
the dancers with their violins.  
Only seven ladies were in atten-
dance, as the story goes, and 
three were unmarried.  As there 
weren’t too many women in the 
area at that time, they were in 
great demand as dancing part-
ners.  The dance lasted all night 
long until the sun rose on July 
5th.  One persistent farmer of-
fered a proposal of marriage to 
each of the unmarried women, 
and, as Butterfield recounts in 
his History of Walworth County 
(1882), “one of them accepted 
and was married a fortnight af-
ter.  The marriage proved a 
happy one.”  Three years later, 
in 1840, the citizens of Troy 
marked the day with the reading 
of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, which was followed by 
other speeches and musical per-
formances.  The festivities were 
held in Jesse Meacham’s new 
barn, and at one end a platform 
had been built to elevate the 
band, dignitaries and other men 
and women who were a part of 
the program.  Partway through 
the lengthy speech given by the 
Honorable Edward Elderkin (a 
local lawyer), the platform col-
lapsed and all those seated on the 
unstable structure “came down 
in a promiscuous heap.”  Thank-
fully, no one was injured, and 
once Elderkin’s “wild question 
[of] ‘Where’s my speech?’ had 
been satisfactorily answered,” 
the festivities continued with a 
laugh from all those in atten-
dance.  This was followed up by 
an open-air dinner held in front 
of the hotel.  Almost 100 years 
later, in 1938, the East Troy 
Lions Club held their first pa-
rade, which they still host today.   

 

Part II in the Next Legacy 

A DAY TO REMEMBER BY MARRA ANDREAS 
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Post # 8 of the Grand Army of the Republic and 

Sons of the Veterans of the Spanish American War 

at the 2014 Encampment. 

GAR Post #8 unfurls Old Glory. 

Flag ceremonies were an important part of the weekend of  activities for the DUVCW Tents and GAR Post #8.  Above left   
Rogene Moore and Pat Blackmer raise the flag at Heritage Hall.  Below:  GAR Post #8 hoists the flag pole and the colors. 

ENCAMPMENT 

The Outdated D’s Roving Barbershop 
Quartet singing to Laurie Shawhan at the 
Ice Cream Social Sunday afternoon. 
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2014 

Singing of old time hymns at the Sunday worship was led by GAR 
Post #8Chaplain Shawhan. 

DUVCW Tent # 23  member Marilyn Traver talks with Lance  

Herdegen author of numerous Civil War books. 

Encampment participants from DUVCW Tents # 
21 Manitowoc and 23 Delavan  talk over the day’s 

activities. 

Judith Manning (L) and Zoe Woelky (R) prepare break-
fast for the encampment on Sunday morning. 

A campfire and tents made up the scene for the re-
enactors at the 2024 encampment. 



By Dan Richardson 

              Before the era of 
Play stations, Netflix, 
“talkies” and iPads, folks liv-
ing on rural farmsteads in 
Walworth County found 
other ways to entertain them-
selves and others—in this 
case through the organization 
of local clubs.  In 1915 an 
organizational meeting of 
farm families was held at Ge-
neva Town Hall, Como, Wis-
consin to establish such a so-
cial and economic benefit 
club.  At that meeting an un-
told number of Town of Ge-
neva farm families gathered 
and those who wished to join 
in the organization of the club 
were asked to stand.  A ma-
jority of those in attendance 
stood up and were counted 
and the club was underway. 
Election of temporary officers 
was held—President  elect 
was Leo D. Dunlap, Vice 
President elect was Mrs. Ed 
Hicks, Secretary was Dorothy 
Brooks.  Someone suggested 

the name of the club should 
be “The Lake Como Farmer’s 
Club”. That name failed after 
a vote was taken and the nam-
ing of the club was “…laid 
over until the next meeting”. 
It was agreed, however, that 
the meetings should be held 
on the evening of the last Fri-
day of each month.  At that 
first meeting a Committee on 
the Constitution and By Laws 
was established and charged 
with the task of drafting a 
Constitution and By Laws for 
the Club to be accepted or 
rejected at the next meeting.  
A Committee on Entertain-
ment and an Executive Com-
mittee were also appointed. 
     At the second meeting the 
club named itself the Worth 
While Farmers Club.  Arti-
cles of the drafted Constitu-
tion were read and adopted at 
that April 30, 1915 meeting.  
Article I established the offi-
cial club name.  Article II 
created the object of the Club 
which was “…the material 
and social benefit of its mem-

bers.” Article III stated that 
members could be anyone 
interested in the Object of the 
Club and was at least fourteen 
years old.  Members had to 
also pay a “…a matriculation 
fee of fifty-cents”. Article IV 
set up the club officers of 
President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer.  An 
Executive Committee of 
three members was also cre-
ated.  Duties of the officers 
were set down, committees 
established with specific du-
ties and Roberts Rules of Or-
der became the parliamentary 
guideline.  A quorum of seven 
members was deemed neces-
sary to do business.  Any 
member who failed to “…
fulfill his program appoint-
ments in person or by 
proxy…” was to pay a fine of 
15 cents. 
Editor’s Note:  This informa-
tion was gleaned from the Min-
utes of the Worth While Farmers 
Club Notebook found in the ar-
chives at Reinke Resource Center. 

will include a tour of the 
mausoleum which was 
erected in 1911 and contains 
12 Civil War soldiers who are 
encrypted there. Re-enactors 
will portray philanthropists 
James and Susan Aram as well 
as Dr. D.B. Devendorf who 
was a physician in the Civil 
War and returned to Delavan 
to establish his practice. Civil 
War era medical instruments 

The Daughters of Union Vet-
erans of the Civil War, Tent 
#23 of Delavan will conduct 
its second CEMETERY 
WALK at  Spring Grove on 
Saturday, August 16th from 
1:00-3:30 pm to raise funds 
for the Civil War Monument 
located there. It is hoped that 
the monument will be able to 
achieve landmark status 
through this effort. The walk 

will be on display at his grave-
site. The story of Professor 
Rodliff Allen Palmer, a Civil 
War soldier and circus aerial-
ist who ascended in hot air 
balloons will be related by his 
sister, Sarah Palmer. John 
Gould’s Civil War heroics 
will be retold by his great 
granddaughter. A report  on 
the restoration of the Civil 
War monument will be in-
cluded . 

1915 WORTHWHILE FAMERS ’ CLUB OF THE TOWN OF GENEVA 

UPCOMING CEMETERY WALK AT SPRING GROVE CEMETERY ,  DELAVAN 
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“Farming  

is a  

profession 
of hope.” 

-Brian Brett 
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   We welcome and solicit articles, citations, and photographs by members and 
volunteers for possible publication in The Legacy. 

Please send material or suggestions to: walworthchsnewsletter@gmail.com or 
WCHS, PO Box 273, Elkhorn, WI 53121 or call (262) 723-7848. 

Any articles must observe copyright restrictions and credit must be cited for ma-
terial from other sources. All decisions are final and rest with the editorial staff. 

                                                                        Our Wish List 

                                    Can you help out by contributing one or more from the list below?  

                                      Contributions of  these  items will help keep our costs down.  

Paper towels, toilet paper, hand soap 

Photos or your family members, places and/or events from Walworth County 

A copy of your Walworth County family history 

WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 

NAME___________________________________________ 

ADRESS__________________________________________      
________________________________________________ 

CITY________________STATE__________ZIP  
CODE______ 

TELEPHONE_____________________  

E-MAIL______________________________________ 

 

Membership Level: (Check One) [  ] Single $15     [  ] Family $20   

[  ] Contributing $25   [  ] Patron $50    

Other: 

Donation $_________________   [   ]  Webster House Museum        

                        [   ] Heritage Hall  [   ]  General Fund 

 

Volunteering Interests: 

Please clip and send this form to:   Walworth County Historical Society,  

P.O. Box 273,   Elkhorn WI  53121 



WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

www.walcohistory.org 

Webster House Museum:  Wed. through Saturday 1-5 pm 262-723-4248 (Seasonal) 

Doris M. Reinke Resource Center:  Weed. & Thurs. 1-4 pm 262-723-7848 

Or By Appointment 

“Collecting, Preserving and Sharing the Rich History of Walworth County, Wisconsin” 

Walworth County Historical Society 

P.O. Box 273 

Elkhorn, WI  53121 


